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DEPARTMENT OF NOTES, REVIEWS, ETC. 

It is the purpose, in this department, to present from time to time brief original 
notes, both of methods of work and of results, by members of the Society. All members 
are invited to submit such items. In the absence of these there will be given a few brief 
abstracts of recent work of more general interest to students and teachers. There will be 
no attempt to make these abstracts exhaustive. They will illustrate progress without at- 
tempting to define it, and will thus give to the teacher current illustrations, and to the 
isolated student suggestions of suitable fields of investigation. — [Editor.] 



NEW LIFE MEMBER. 

The Secretary is pleased to announce that Mr. Seth Bunker 
Capp of Philadelphia has been elected to Life Membership in the 
American Microscopical Society. The Constitution provides that 
the 50 dollars dues of life members shall become a permanent part 
of the Spencer-Tolles Fund for the encouragement of microscopic 
research. Members can render a real service to the Society by 
bringing to the attention of people of means, who are interested in 
encouraging scientific work, this provision of the American Micros- 
copical Society. 

ENTOMOLOGICAL NOTES. 

Hearing in Saturniidce. — Turner ('14, Biological Bulletin, 27: 
325-332) reports results of a study of the auditory powers of Sat- 
urniidce. From experiments on four species: Telea polyphemus, 
Samia cecropia, Philosamia cynthia and Callosamia promethia, the 
author finds evidence which seems to prove that all of these species 
hear. The last three species respond readily to a large range of 
sounds, but Telea polyphemus normally does not respond perceptibly 
to sounds. However if experimentally the moth is caused to asso- 
ciate some disagreeable experience with some sounds, it can be 
induced to respond to the latter. Responses are looked upon as 
expressions of emotion. 

Poison Glands. — Kephart ('14, Journ. Parasitology, 1 : 95-103) 
finds that the poisonous element of the hairs of the larvae of the 
Brown-tail Moth which produces serious irritation to human skin 
is contained in the short barbed hairs. Specialized hypodermal 
cells secrete this substance, the latter gaining entrance to the blood 



